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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

Cardiff School Construction Underway 

Utilities Being Installed, Grading Begins at Cardiff School  

 

CARDIFF BY THE SEA (AUGUST 6, 2019) – The Cardiff School District construction process is well 

underway to rebuild Cardiff School as part of Measure GG, the $22M bond measure approved by voters 
in 2016.  

 
All of the antiquated 60- to 70-year-old classroom and auditorium buildings on site have been cleared to 
make way for the new classrooms and multipurpose building, which are expected to be completed by 
spring 2021.  

 
The library and administration building with two attached classrooms along with a two-specialty 
laboratory building remain intact. These buildings – along with eight portable classrooms – will house 
the school’s and District’s administrative offices and grades K-1 while the rest of the campus is being 
constructed. Students in second-grade will temporarily attend classes at Ada W. Harris Elementary 
School until Cardiff School reopens.   

 
Work over the summer has focused on installing new utilities and preparing the site for grading. The 
electrical power, cut to the school in June, is expected to be restored in mid-August in advance of school 
resuming on August 27. Grading began on Monday, Aug. 5. Construction of the new classroom buildings 
will begin in November 2019 and will continue through spring 2021.  

 
Tree Update 
The District is committed to preserving as many trees as possible on the school site, and has worked 
closely with its architect, landscape architect, two arborists and contractors to identify several existing 
trees that will remain in place.  

 
Approximately 53 new trees are being added to the site and 17 fruiting trees are being relocated or 
replaced in kind. At the end of construction there will be over 30 more trees on the site than there were 
previously. These trees will also be more appropriate for the location and consistent with the current 
City of Encinitas landscape guidelines. 

 
Unfortunately, two trees the District originally attempted to keep must be removed. Although these 
trees were known to be close to the proposed buildings, the District had hoped they could be kept. Once 
the site was cleared and new buildings locations determined, it became apparent these trees and their 
root structure were too close to the new buildings. The District has been working closely with two 
arborists and they have recommended the Torrey Pine and Aleppo Pine located at the northeast corner 
of the site should be removed for safety reasons. The District is working to save a Magnolia tree that 
was previously identified for removal. This tree is located just southeast of the library. 
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Legal Update 
The District also continues to work through legal issues spurred on by a small group of neighbors who 
are opposed to the project. Most recently, this group filed a temporary restraining order (TRO) allegedly 
designed to halt all construction on the project.  

 
Instead, the court granted a “limited” TRO, which will only temporarily stop construction on the school 
playfields, except for utility work, until the legal issues can be resolved by the court. The TRO does not 
affect any other areas of construction on the site and the court has set dates in October to adjudicate 
the legal issues before the main construction activities commence in November.  

 
The ongoing issue around the playfields stems from a $160,000 grant applied for by the City of Encinitas 
more than 25 years ago as a way to help pay for improvements to the school playfields in order to 
accommodate the City’s recreational programs. At that time City leaders had requested the use of the 
Cardiff School playfields as a way to meet its park space requirements in what was then the newly 
formed City of Encinitas. Although the District granted the City permission to use the District’s land and 
to schedule its recreational activities on the school’s playfields during non-school hours and also made 
the playfields available to the community, the District never relinquished its ownership and the school 
playfields have never been designated as a park. The playfields were named George Berkich Park by the 
District as a way to honor a previous school principal. Both the City and District signed an agreement in 
exchange for the grant funding that requires a formal process when making changes to the affected 
area. The District is currently working through this process with the appropriate agencies. 

 
The current plan calls for a reconfiguration of the existing playfields for the purpose of providing a new 
multipurpose room for students and safer pickup and drop-off for the school as well as City-required 
increased parking.  These changes keep the vast majority of the playfields intact and add various 
enhancements to improve functionality of the site and safety for the students.  These issues of student 
safety and educational programming remain the most important aspects of the project. The proposed 
multipurpose building is approximately 5,635 square feet and the parking and pickup and drop-off area 
is approximately 9,050 square feet. These two critically important program spaces have a minimal 
impact on the site.  

 
The District has been working diligently with the City and the appropriate state and federal agencies to 
address the issue and come to a resolution that ensures the project proceeds, as planned. 

 
For more information on the project, construction updates, and 360-degree construction photos, visit 
www.cardiffschools.com/measureGG.  
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